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July, 1812, after the outbreak of war with France, Russia entered into military agreements with Great Britain and with Spain, whose relentless resistance to Napoleon was a major factor in his eventual downfall.
Iji May, 1812, Napoleon, accompanied by Marie Louise and a brilliant suite, left Paris for Dresden, where he conferred with Emperor Francis, Frederick William of Prussia, and a galaxy of German kings and princes. He then took leave of Marie Louise and proceeded to the Russian border. On June 24, N.S., the French army, without a formal declaration of war, crossed the Nieman and entered Russian territory. When the news of the invasion reached Alexander the same evening at Vilna, he immediately sent to the French headquarters his minister of police, Alexander Balashev, with an eleventh-hour appeal for the preservation of peace. Napoleon, however, had reached the irrevocable decision to fight Russia, even though it would seem that he had neither a clear conception of the ultimate object nor a strategic campaign plan. The Grand Army participating in the invasion has been estimated at 575,000 men; of this number 420,000 crossed the Nieman in June and 155,000 came later as reinforcements. Only, about one-third of this huge force were Frenchmen, the others being soldiers drawn from Germany, Italy, Portugal, Poland, Holland, Switzerland, and other countries. The total effectives of the three Russian armies opposing the invaders, and commanded, respectively, by Barclay de Tolly, Prince Peter Bagration, and General Alexander Tormasov, were officially estimated at 220,000, but the actual number was even smaller, and probably did not exceed 180,000 men.
The numerical inferiority of the Russian forces determined the character of the campaign: Alexander's generals had no choice but to retreat. It will be remembered that as far back as 1811 the tsar had envisaged the possibility of a withdrawal and had expressed the belief that the absence of roads, the rigors of the climate, and the vastness
of Georgia by Emperor Paul (Jan. 18, 1801) was confirmed by Alexander (Sept, 12, 1801) and was followed by sporadic fighting between Russian troops and local chieftains. War with Persia began in 1804 and lasted until 1813. By the Treaty of Gulistan (Get, 12, 1813), negotiated with the aid of Great Britain, Russia was granted the right to maintain a fleet in the Caspian Sea and also obtained the recognition of her sovereignty over a vast stretch of mountainous country extending from the Black Sea to t;he Caspian Sea. This territory comprises the bulk of the oil wealth of the Caucasus. The involvement of Russia in the struggle against Napoleon was an important factor in bringing about the termination of the Turkish and the Persian wars.                            ;